
mer reading 
program)  
(3) Art sup-
plies (4) Colored paper for 
printing signs (5) Birdseed 
(6.) Antibacterial wipes 
    Our Fourth Tuesday 

Adult Coloring Club and our 
new Fourth Wednes-

day Coloring Club will 
continue throughout 
the year.  Anyone 18 

years old or older is wel-
come to join us every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 11 
a.m. for our Adult Coloring 
Club and/or for our fourth 
Wednesday evening group 
at 6 p.m. The library has 
some supplies but invites 
you to bring your own as 
well. If you ever liked color-
ing pictures, join us as we 
work on some more intri-
cate coloring pages de-
signed to let grownups re-
lax and enjoy themselves. 
These are not coloring pag-
es for kids -these are specifi-
cally for adults.  
    The “What Are You Read-

ing Now?” Club meets on 
the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 1 p.m. Patrons18 
years and older are invited 
to chat about whatever 
books they are reading or 
listening to at the moment -
the ones you love, 
the ones you hate, 
and everything in-
between.  
    Snack Pack Pals: This 
year, WTPL is helping to 
collect items to be used in 
“Snack Pack Pals” for stu-
dents in the Whitehall-
Coplay School District. Do-
nated foods are gathered   

Continued on page 4, “Director’s Desk” 

    As the summer reading 
program begins, we are 
getting ready to build a 
better world here at the 
Whitehall Township Public 
Library! This year’s sum-
mer reading program is  
open to all ages, from chil-
dren to adults, and with the 
theme “Build a Better 

World,” what better place 
to start than at the library? 
There will be story times, 
science and animal pro-
grams, kids’ bingo, and na-
ture and art coming togeth-
er for education and fun for 
all! Please see our calendar, 
website, and this newsletter 
(and the next) for infor-
mation, and/or call the li-
brary (610/432-4339)  
if you have questions.  
    We have updated our 

databases and 
there are many 
resources of-
fered for pa-
trons to use for 
FREE! These 

databases are found on the 
right side of our website 
(www.whitehallpl.org) and 
you will need the barcode 
from your library card  and 
PIN to use them. One of the 
most popular is LawDepot 

for Libraries. This has basic 
legal information and em-
powers patrons to create 
their own personalized le-
gal papers, specific to their 
state and personal situation. 
LawDepot allows users to 
create, modify, and save 
hundreds of everyday per-
sonal and business legal 
documents. The program’s 
question-and-answer for-

mat permits users to enter 
vital information just once -
and then LawDepot builds 
the form needed and puts 
patron-entered information 
into the proper locations 
within the document to elim-
inate redundancies, keying 
errors, and form confusion. 
Each form is built to state 
standards to ensure that the 
form is ready for notary, 
filing, and other local trans-
actions. Patrons have addi-
tional options for prelimi-
nary legal help with form 
completion. 
    Some of the other data-
bases available for patron use 
are Heritage 

Quest (gene– 
ology), Newsbank 
(The Morning 
Call), Reference - 

USA (resident and business 
addresses and phone), Power 
Library - Pennsylvania’s Elec-

tronic Library (everything 
from biographies and educa-
tion to health, science, and 
business), and Chilton Auto 

Library (step-by-step service 
and repair procedures, a la-
bor-estimating 
tool to help you 
confidently deter-
mine your next 
move, vacuum 
diagrams to simplify trouble-
shooting, and wiring dia-
grams to help explain system 
operation). 
    Are you looking for a way 

to help your library?  Here is 
a wish list of items that we 
are looking for right now:  
(1) Gift cards (any store)  
(2) Kids’ building materials, 
such as Legos, Duplos, and 
Lincoln Logs (for our sum-
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Do you perform a little improv? Would you like to see an audience react to your 

newly mastered ukulele playing? Please - share your talents with the rest of us on 

Monday, May 15, and/or Monday, June 19, when Earl Andrews will again host 

our free 3rd Monday Open Mic/Jam Night from 6:30–8:30 p.m.! (Steve Jones, 

host of audio podcast “Rocking the Valley,” will be with us as well.) 

 

Performer signup takes place from 6:15 - 6:30 p.m., with time slots avail-

able on a first-come, first-served basis. There are no age restrictions and 

almost any type of entertainment, done at almost any level of expertise, 

is acceptable. There are just four rules for would-be performers: (1) Your 

act must be family-friendly, (2) it must be no longer than 15 minutes, (3) 

you must be ready to perform when called (i.e., tune up before the show) and, be-

cause this show is podcast as live audio, (4) your act needs to be audibly interesting 

(for both our in-house and podcast audiences). Come for the fun and then consider 

returning as a performer!  

 

Not ready for prime time? Well, what’s a performance without an 

audience? Far too quiet! Show your appreciation for our local talent, 

and when it’s your turn to entertain, they’ll appreciate you back!  

 

3rd Monday Open Mic/Jam Night Family Movie  

    Join us at the library on Tuesday, 
May 16, for the 6:00 p.m. showing of 
the movie “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them” (rated PG-13). 

According to movie website 
International Movie data-
base (www.imbd.com), this 
story recounts the 
“adventures of writer Newt 

Scamander in New York’s secret com-
munity of witches and wizards seventy 
years before Harry Potter reads his 
book in school.”  
    Then, on Tuesday, June 20, at 6:00 
p.m., we’ll be showing “Rogue One: A 
Star Wars Story” (also rated PG-13). 
IMDb describes the plot: “The Rebel 
Alliance makes a risky move to steal 
the plans for the Death Star, setting up 
the epic saga to follow.” 
    Young attendees are 
invited to wear their 
PJs and slippers and 
bring along their pil-
lows, blankets, and Star Wars hero! 
     Note: The library reserves the 
right to substitute one movie title for 
another if this becomes necessary. 

Words for New 
Graduates 

    The Whitehall Township Public 
Library will be closed on Monday, 
May 29, for Memorial Day 
(observed).       
    Always remember 
that freedom is not 
free and that any 
time is the  right 
time to thank a vet-
eran for serving our 

         “Your future doesn’t lie ahead of you, waiting to 

happen. It lies deep inside of you, waiting to be  

discovered.”  

        — Author unknown 

    “It’s what you learn after you know it all that 

counts.” 

        — John Wooden, college basketball coach 

… and now there are two! 
    Our Adult Coloring Club has 
really taken off! With our new 
Wednesday evening group, those 18 
years old or older now have two chanc-
es each month to enjoy the grownup 
version of a childhood favorite! Reduce 
stress by plying crayons, markers, 
and/or pencils; enjoy conversation, or 
lose yourself in the meditative rhythm 
of coloring. 
    This group meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, 11 a.m.–12:45 
p.m., and on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.. While the 
library will provide some supplies, you 
may bring your own as well. 
    Come unwind with us! 

Cookbook for sale! 

Have you seen the new “Whitehall 
Township Public Library Winter 
Reading Program Cookbook”? 
Created by participants in the li-
brary’s 2016 adult winter reading 
program - aptly named “Read ’N’ 
Feed” - the 67-page paperback is 

available at our front desk. 
The book costs $5 for those 
who contributed recipes and 
$8 for everyone else. 

 
The book went on sale at the end of 
March and will remain on sale for 
as long as supplies last. 
 

Continued in next column 

Continued from previous column 
 

While the 2017 adult winter 
reading program won’t produce a 
a new cookbook, we’re pleased to 
report that 47 patrons registered 
for the program, 40 logged in 
books read, 18 completed the 
optional bingo challenge, and 509 
books were read! Wow! 

Bits & Pieces …”What in the world would we do without our libraries?” — Katherine Hepburn, actress 
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Nothing to do this summer? Why not help to ‘build a better world?’  

    What do kids look forward to in May and June? Summer vacation! Adults, of course, also dream of lazy hours spent doing 
nothing much. The problem is that “nothing much” quickly grows boring, and soon cries of “There’s nothing to do!” and 
“What can we do now???” fill the air, hanging heavy, right along with the humidity. 
    Redirect attention from the heat and humidity by having your family participate in our annual summer reading program! 
It runs from early June to end of August, it’s free, and this year the program revolves around the theme “Build a Better 
World.”  
    What’s the  first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word “build”? Probably construction: buildings, bridges, 
pipelines, electrical systems, walls, roads, airplanes - doesn’t the list seem infinite? Perhaps it is, because many things yet to 
be built are now but dreams. Some constructions are tangible, such as appliances, sweaters, dinner, and drones, and some 
are intangible, such as agreements, concepts, acts of kindness, and peace. Most of us, no matter who or what we are, can do 
something that makes our world a better place. Begin with a smile! 
    Our kickoff event, “Brian Richards: Magic, Comedy, and Fun,” is a family-friendly program suitable for all! Join us in the 
library at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 17, as Brian builds his show on the concept of reading as fun.  
    Registration - both online and in person - begins on Tuesday, June 6, at 10 a.m.,  for children (toddlers, preschoolers, and 
elementary school students), tweens and teens (those in middle or high school), and adults. Please note that while all our 
programs are free, registration is necessary in order to take part in any of our groups. Once registered, participants can 
begin logging in any books (print, audio, or Braille) they’ve finished reading - as long as the books were started on or after 
June 1. While books must be logged into our computer system to count, don’t worry if you don’t have regular access to a 
computing device or don’t know how to use one. You can record your reading in a paper log and then bring the paper into 
the library periodically for help entering the needed info into the system. 
    Each age group has its own program ending date and reading goals; please see our registration information for more de-
tails. 
    Library programs related to the “Build a Better World” theme include, but are not limited to, the following: 
      * “Time to Build!” will be held on Tuesday, June 13, 1:30-2:30 p.m.; “Time to Build Again!” will be on the same day at 
6:30 p.m. These programs are planned for children ages 3–8 years, although older kids will be welcome. We’ll be using Lin-

coln Logs and Magna Tiles for our creations.    
      * The American holiday known as Flag Day is always celebrated on June 14, the date in 1777 when the Continental 
Congress adopted the “Stars and Stripes” as the official flag of the United States. While other countries do have their own 
flag days,  we will be celebrating our USA flag on Wednesday, June 14, with a craft at 11 a.m. 
      * On Thursday, June 15 and June 22, we’ll be hosting “Everything Is Awesome … With Legos !”from 11 a.m.–noon. 
(Thanks to those who saw to it that we have Legos for this and other activities. Our appreciation goes to McDonald’s and 
Bridge 2 Creative Learning Center for their generosity!) 
      * On Tuesday, June 20, it’ll be “All Aboard!” as  kids (ages 3–7 years) play with wooden train sets from 1:30–2:30 p.m. 
           * Tuesday, June 27, will offer an opportunity for those 4 years old and older to play with floor puzzles. Assorted puz-
zle types and sizes will be available. to play with from 3–4 p.m.   
     * Miss Cathy, a tried-and-true audience pleaser, returns at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 27 also on Thursday June 29 at 
1:30 p.m. to present Super Science & Amazing Art. Her program helps to make learning a blast by helping kids understand 
the world around them. 
     * Library bingo for kids begins at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 28. (Our bingo games are extra special find out what we use 
as markers!) 
        Questions? Call 610/432-4339 and ask to speak with Lorraine Santaliz, youth services librarian, or Patty Vahey, library 
director.  

See the monthly calendar for ALL programs and activities!  

One of the best things you can do this 

summer is to strengthen or build a  

firm foundation for reading.  

Bits & Pieces —  Q: How do you tell who, among a group of people, is a “Star Wars” fan? A: On May 4 - Star Wars Day - the fans 

will greet you by saying, “May the fourth be with you!” Everyone else will say something along the lines of “Hello. Nice day, isn’t 
it?” … Thursday, May 11, 2017, is Eat What You Want Day! - a great day to eat pizza (or chocolate or ice cream) for breakfast, 
lunch, and/or dinner. (Of course, if what you want to eat is a balanced diet, we won’t stop you, but we will wonder why!) … 
Wednesday, June 29, 2017, is Waffle Iron Day, a time to celebrate an appliance that only does one thing, but does it very well. 
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    Former English teacher and former 
Whitehall resident Gail Thomas has 
published four books of poetry. She 
will visit us on Monday, June 12, at 
6:30 p.m., for a poetry reading and 
book signing. Her books will be 
available for purchase after her read-
ing. 

“Director,” continued from page 1 

and packed for the kids most in need 
of nutritious food. Snack Pack Pals 
alleviate severe hunger during long 
weekends when free breakfasts and 
lunches are not available at school.   
    This year the school district is 
serving a total of 80 kids in grades K-
8, even though there is a need to 
serve 80 kids in each grade. If you 
would like to make a food donation, 
please see the list below and drop off 
contributions during regular library 
hours. Items needed: shelf-stable milk 
boxes, macaroni and cheese (boxes 
and individual packets), Chef Boyard-
ee (cans and microwavable bowls), 
small boxes of cold cereal, fruit cups, 
applesauce cups, juice boxes/pouches, 
fruit snacks, packs of cheese/peanut 
butter crackers, graham crackers, 

granola bars, and gallon-
sized zipper storage bags. 
    The library also will con-
tinue to collect nonperisha-
ble canned and boxed food 

items and paper goods for the White-
hall Food Bank. These may be  
dropped off during regular library 
hours.  

dropped off during regular library 
hours. We will continue this all year, 
not just for the holidays. Whitehall 
has many families in need of food and 
supplies.    
    Shiny pennies! Yes, we are collect-
ing shiny pennies again for our fall 
silent auction. We would like to fill a 
mason jar with the pennies as one of 
our biddable items. If you have some 
nice, shiny pennies to 
donate, please put them 
in the clearly marked 
container on our circula-
tion desk.  
    Thank you to all who are helping 
with our penny project, as well as to 
those helping us with our ventures 
aimed at making our community a 
better one. 
    We’ll be busy this summer with 
our reading programs and community 
projects. Join the library staff and 
other library patrons as we strive to 
“Build a Better World,” starting right 
here, in our own neighborhood. 
 

Q: Why do public libraries offer sum-
mer reading programs (SRPs)? 
 
A: SRPs give everyone in a community 
something to do that’s entertaining, 
educational, productive, and free! In 
addition, SRPs encourage people to 
come into their public library and be-
come comfortable with using library 
resources. SRPs also give folks a rea-
son to continue reading while on vaca-
tion.  
 
(FYI: Babies and children who are read 
to daily have bigger vocabularies than 
those who haven’t been. Children who 
read at least 20 minutes a day during 
the summer are far more 
likely to  maintain or im-
prove their reading skills 
over the summer than 
those who don’t.) 

— Patty Vahey 

Join us at the Memory Café 

SRPs Q&A 

Q: When is a plastic bag not a plastic bag? 

    Are you caring for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, or memory 
loss? 
    If so, we invite you and your loved 
one to join us at the Memory Café, a 
safe, warm, and relaxing environment 
to share stories, receive support, par-
ticipate in group activities, and social-
ize with others living with memory 
loss. 

Where: Whitehall Township  
Public Library 

  Date: June 2, 2017 
  Time: 10 a.m.–noon  

  (Participate as long as you can.)    
For more information, contact Laura Benner 

at Laura_J.Benner@ lvhn.org 
or 610/674-3163.  

*************************************** 
This program is sponsored by the Geriatric 
Workforce Enhancement (GWEP) at Lehigh 
Valley Health Network, in partnership with the 
Whitehall Township Public Library, the Alz-
heimer’s Association of Delaware County, the 
Allentown Health Bureau, and the Lehigh 
County Office of Aging and Adult Services. 
GWEP is funded by the Health Resources and 
Services Administration, with the goal of en-
hancing care and community resources for 

A: When it’s a component of a plastic 
bag bag! 
 
Learn how to turn your old plastic bags 
into fun and attractive projects. Meena 

Aggarwal will show you how to use the 
bags to make a bag - stop in and try 
something new! Please bring a crochet 
hook, if you have one. (We’ll have some 
extras available for practice.) Although 
we’ll have some plastic bags on hand, we 
encourage you to BYOB — that’s “bring 
your own bags”!  (SEE SAMPLE) 
 
Join us on Thursday, June 15, 
2017, at 6 p.m., and turn your 
“trash” into “treasure”! 

Looking ahead 

 

Learn to make beaded jew-

elry with Marty Beaton 
every Monday, @ 6:30 p.m. …  
Needleworkers of all kinds are invit-
ed to attend meetings of the Lehigh 

Valley Knitting Guild - Thursdays, 
May 4, 18; June 1, 15 @ 6 p.m. … 
You are welcome to attend a regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. - 
Thursdays, May 11, June 8 @ 7 p.m.  
Want to be a friend of the library? 
Attend a meeting of the Friends of 
the Library! - Fridays, May 12, June 
9 @ 10 a.m.  Environmental scientist 
and local author Kate Brandes will 
discuss “The Promise of Pierson 
Orchard,” her recently published 
book, @ 6:30 p.m. on May 25.  

Poetry reading with Gail Thomas 
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Anne L. Morris, writer/editor, & library staffers Chris  

Andrews, Jim Gilbert, Andrea Hargrove, Lorraine  

Santaliz, & Patty Vahey produced this newsletter. 

History of MacArthur Road  

    As part of MacArthur Road’s ongo-
ing 75th anniversary celebration, Karen 

Gensey, historian and author of 
“Whitehall, Pennsylvania,” will discuss 
the history of the road and the sur-
rounding area. Join us Thurs. June 22 
at 6:30 p.m. for Karen’s talk about 
Whitehall History!                         PAV  


